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27 European ICOLD member 
countries are EurCOLD members

EurCOLD Objectives & active Working Groups

Encourage EWG and European Symposia

Encourage co-operation and exchange information 
among European countries

Provide expert technical advice in relation to dam and 
reservoir safety, where requested

Participate in public relations activities to explain 
social, environmental and economic benefits of dams

Promote co-operation in professional training of Young 
Professionals

MAIN OBJECTIVES (CONSTITUTION,1995)



EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions for Public Awareness
“Dam Day – Reservoirs for Europe” initiative



Hydropower Day (ETIP Hydropower, not fixed)

Dam Safety Awareness Day 
(US, 31/05)

National Hydropower Day (US, 24/08)

Global Hydropower Day (IHA – Global, 11/10)

World Water Day (UN, 22/03)

EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions for Public Awareness
National, European & International “day” event celebrations related to

water, dams, hydropower

14 Mars International Day of 
Action for Rivers 

(Day against Dams)



EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions for Public Awareness
Why establish a celebration day dedicated to Dams & Reservoirs?

https://www.americanrivers.org/threats-solutions/energy-development/dams-
problem-creators-not-problem-solvers/



EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions 
for Public Awareness

Why establish a celebration day 
dedicated to Dams & 

Reservoirs?



June 2023

Proposition by ITCOLD at the ICOLD2023 
EurCOLD Board Meeting in Gothenburg.

September
2023

ITCOLD presents the concept and 
structure of « Dam Day » at the 12th 
ICOLD European Symposium Board
Meeting in Interlaken.

March 
2024

EurCOLD establishes the action «Dam 
Day – Reservoirs for Europe» on an 
online Board Meeeting and presents the 
coordination processes. A Task Force, 
leaded by ITCOLD, is created. 

The date selected for 2024 was May 29th

EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions for Public Awareness
“Dam Day – Reservoirs for Europe” establishment timeline

“Dam Day - Reservoirs for 

Europe” is an annual celebrations 

day declared by EurCOLD 

(ICOLD European Club) and 

being held in May, aiming to 

advocate, recognize contribution 

and spread knowledge on the role 

of dams and their reservoirs in an 

economic, social and 

environmental context. 

Events on a national basis are 

coordinated by ICOLD European 

National Committees. 

EurCOLD collaborates to 

synchronize and engage the NCs, 

disseminate the principal 

objectives and organize and 

promote events.



Events take place in parallel across Europe, a 

short period before & after the predefined date

EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions for Public Awareness
“Dam Day – Reservoirs for Europe” events structure (indicatively) 

aiming to expand communication channels
Technical visits and study days at dam sites to 
mobilize and trigger (young) proffesionals and 
university students interest

Visits & excursions at dams (Schools, Public)

Seminars, workshops on dam engineering

Sports and other activities (e.g. cultural) at dams 
and their reservoirs

Promotion on social media and the press

Spark Squad Comic Book series, National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (NREL)
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/spark-squad-
vol2-84171.pdf

Spark Squad Comic Book series, National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory (NREL)
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/spark-
squad-vol2-84171.pdf



Spark Squad Comic Book series, National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/spark-squad-vol2-84171.pdf

18 EurCOLD member
Countries and Cyprus (total 19 

countries) supported the 
inaugural celebrations

19 seminars, workshops, 
webinars, symposiums

34 onsite visits (for 
professionnals, universities, 

schools, general public) 

Other actions (e.g. podcast, 
~1000 leaflets for distribution 

to schools, happenings, 
activity games for kids, online 

campaigns, video of dams)

Photo: ITCOLD

Photo: ITCOLD

Photo: POLCOLD

Photo: PTCOLD

EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions for Public Awareness
“Dam Day – Reservoirs for Europe” May 2024 inaugural celebrations in numbers

The event was celebrated for the first time on May 29th, 2024, with the support of many EurCOLD members:
Albania, Belgium, Finland, France, Greece, Ireland, Italy, North Macedonia, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, 

Slovakia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, United Kingdom and Cyprus and ICOLD YPF



EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions for Public Awareness
“Dam Day – Reservoirs for Europe” May 2024 inaugural celebrations in numbers

Inaugural national campaigns and events in: Albania, Finland - Norway - Sweden, Greece, Italy, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, SPANCOLD & ICOLD YPF, Switzerland, United Kingdom

Collaboration with 66 partners for 58 events around Europe

58

19

34

5

Total events number

Onsite visits

Seminars / webinars / Symposiums / workshops

Other (podcast, leaflets distribution, happenings, activity games for kids etc)

0 10 20 30 40 50 60 70

Events Type Distribution

Total events number Onsite visits Seminars / webinars / Symposiums / workshops Other (podcast, leaflets distribution, happenings, activity games for kids etc)

66 Partners

Dam Owners / 
operators

Universities

Schools
Associations / 
Committees

Authorities 

Consultants

Partners Type

Distribution of:

o ~250 copies of material related to the 

events

o ~ 1000 of leaflets for kids

o 11 Press Releases in national 

newspapers and media (Italy, Finland) 



EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions for Public Awareness
“Dam Day – Reservoirs for Europe” May 2024 inaugural celebrations in numbers

Inaugural national campaigns and events in: Albania, Finland - Norway - Sweden, Greece, Italy, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, SPANCOLD & ICOLD YPF, Switzerland, United Kingdom

Total Participants recorded approximately: 3440 professionals & students

School students; 
260; 7%

University students; 
760; 22%

Young Professionals; 
780; 23%

Senior Professionals 
and Public; 1640; 

48%

National Events Participants Seniority

School students University students Young Professionals Senior Professionals and Public

Italy

Finland

Greece



EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions for Public Awareness
“Dam Day – Reservoirs for Europe” May 2024 indicative photos from events

Greece

Kids leaflet distribution at Marathon dam marathon 
race, organized by EYDAP

SPANCOLD & ICOLD YPF

Webinar

Poland

Site visits and seminars

Sample photos and events 

selected by posts made 

online by the NCs 

LinkedIn pages, to 

promote inaugural 

#DamDay celebrations
(we do not own copyright of the photos)

Romania

Site visit and seminar

Portugal

Site visit and seminar

Italy

Numerous site visits and seminars, > 2300 participants

United Kingdom

Online campaign

13 posts, ~400 direct likes, ~20 reposts

Inaugural national campaigns and events in: Albania, Finland - Norway - Sweden, Greece, Italy, Poland, Portugal, 
Romania, SPANCOLD & ICOLD YPF, Switzerland, United Kingdom



Spark Squad Comic Book series, National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/spark-squad-vol2-84171.pdf

26 events, 20 partners 

ITCOLD

Events Data Base

Events Map

Information on scheduled events was uploaded on the website: https://dam-day.itcold.it/

EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions for Public Awareness
“Dam Day – Reservoirs for Europe” May 2024 inaugural celebrations in numbers: 

Online Promotion and Dissemination (ITCOLD event website) La Repubblica!



Spark Squad Comic Book series, National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/spark-squad-vol2-84171.pdf

EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions for Public Awareness
“Dam Day – Reservoirs for Europe” May 2024 inaugural celebrations in numbers: 

Online Promotion and Dissemination provided by EurCOLD (main stuctrure)

Issue and 
promote a News 

Release  

Sychronize 
LinkedIn pages 
using #DamDay 
and @ICOLD 

European Club 

Collect
Information of 

European dams 
from the NCs and 

create a 
slideshow video

Make posts 
during the week, 

focusing on 
providing dams 

benefits 

Reshare posts of 
NCs LinkedIn 

pages related to 
#DamDay 

events

EurCOLD & National Comittees:

~160 posts 

LinkedIn mainly, X and Instagram

Received ~ 4400 likes 

(and comments) 

Leading to ~ 330 reposts 

(further likes – comments - reposts) 



Spark Squad Comic Book series, National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/spark-squad-vol2-84171.pdf

EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions for Public Awareness
“Dam Day – Reservoirs for Europe” May 2024 inaugural celebrations in numbers: 

Online Promotion and Dissemination provided by EurCOLD (LinkedIn page)

EurCOLD LinkedIn page tripled its followers in less than 10 days (27/05 – 

04/06) gaining within a month ~600 new followers (today > 1000)

The Online Campaign was supported and promoted by ICOLD, International Water Power and Dam Construction, 

ETIP Hydropower, many Dam Owners & Operators, Engineering and Consulting Companies around Europe
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EurCOLD LinkedIn page - New followers metrics

Total followers

~1000 direct (and indirect) likes, ~80 

reposts, ~18% mean engagement rate 



Spark Squad Comic Book series, National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL)
https://www.energy.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/spark-squad-vol2-84171.pdf

EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions for Public Awareness
“Dam Day – Reservoirs for Europe” May 2024 inaugural celebrations in numbers: 

Online Promotion and Dissemination provided by EurCOLD (LinkedIn page)

Entry; 279; 45%

Senior; 183; 30%

Director; 58; 9%

Manager; 45; 7%

VP; 19; 3%

Training; 13; 2%

Owner; 12; 2%

CXO; 10; 2%

Unpaid; 1; 0%

Partner; 1; 0%

Total Followers Seniority

Entry Senior Director Manager VP
Training Owner CXO Unpaid Partner

Engage our industry and target 

to widespread messages to other 

sectors and the public at large

Positive response 

from our industry

34%

7%

6%

6%

5%

5%4%

4%

3%

3%

3%

2%

2%

2%

2%

2%

1%

1%

1%

1%
1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

1%

Total followers Industry

Civil Engineering
Higher Education
Government Administration
Construction
Utilities
Professional Services
Engineering Services
Research Services
Hydroelectric Power Generation
Environmental Services
Renewable Energy Equipment Manufacturing
Business Consulting and Services
Steam and Air-Conditioning Supply
Oil and Gas
Metal Ore Mining
IT Services and IT Consulting

Visitors Job Function



The European ICOLD Club (EurCOLD), by 
means of this document, aims to create 
awareness in Europe on the role that 
water reservoirs and dams play in our lives 
and, consequently, call for a smarter 
governance framework.

The MANIFESTO represents a 
commitment by the European dam 
industry to the effective, efficient, socially 
concerned, transparent and responsible 
management of water resources.

Manifesto “Dams & 

Reservoirs” 2016 version is 

currently under review 

(September 2024 version)

“Dam Day – Reservoirs for Europe” core document: 

Manifesto «Dams and Reservoirs »

EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions for Public Awareness



MANIFESTO

Dams & Reservoirs

October

2024

QRcode???

Follow us



GCOLD:  https://eemf.gr/i-eemf-symetechei-ston-eortasmo-tis-imeras-fragmaton-2024/ & LinkedIn pages GCOLD, GCOLD YPF

“Dam Day – Reservoirs for Europe” May 2024 inaugural celebrations: 
Engaging Younger Generations

~950 leaflets to 8 schools and online activities for kids (ALBCOLD, ITCOLD, GCOLD,  Cyprus)

EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions for Public Awareness

https://eemf.gr/i-eemf-symetechei-ston-eortasmo-tis-imeras-fragmaton-2024/


EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions for Public Awareness
Questionnaire to prioritize future actions

Co-chaired by Sera Lazaridou, Guido Mazzà, 
Antonella Frigerio.



EurCOLD Initiatives and Actions for Public Awareness
“Dam Day – Reservoirs for Europe” continuous events promotion

EurCOLD Website: https://icold.apambiente.pt/

EurCOLD LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/icold-european-club-eurcold/

EurCOLD Website
EurCOLD LinkedIn EurCOLD Annual Newsletter

https://www.linkedin.com/company/icold-european-club-eurcold/


We encourage all organizations to support and participate in 2025 
celebrations to widespread & establish a successful institution

Grazie – Thank you
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